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A SekCH without Doors, c. 


lies before you. Why do! ſay the Affair of 
Profeſſor Simſon? Nay, the higheſt Con- 


ſus Chriſt, whoſe Glory, even his Supreme 
Subject of Debate in this Church: And 
| forbid, We hope, the Lord will appear for 


* * . 7 % f 3 - 


x A HO? we, who are with- 

out Doors, have not 
Acceſs to ſpeak our 
Minds in your Aſſem- 
bly; yet, many of us 


W˙Xf„»W¶ aaare not Strangers to 
Fir wa 3,4F A. - N 2 

bhe grcat and weighty 
affair concerning Pro- 


feſſor Simon, which 


cerns of our dear Redeemer, the Lord ſe- 


7 


Deity, are, wy that Man, come to be a 


ſhall we be unconcerned Spectators? God 
his own Cauſe, and ſtir up Inſtruments to 


ſpzak in it, with Wifdom and Zeal. If 
A > | even 


even the Dumb Afs, got a Commiſion to 
| rebuke the Madneſs of the Prophet, "ſhall 
Pe think that the Cauſe of Chriſt will ſuf- 
fer by the Silence of any true Lovers o 
him? Nay, we hope, the Mouths even of 
Stammerers will be opened, and made to ſpeak}. 
plain on ſuch an Oecaon. We know there] 
are not a few in your Wouſe of great Learn- 
ing and ſhining Eloquence; but ſhall we 
think, that, even theſe, who are not in Uſe 
to ſpeak in ſuch great and venerable Meet- 
ings, ſhall be ſilent in fuch a Cauſe, and 
leave the Management of it in the Hands 
of a few. Nay, we hope to hear of ſome 
©. worthy, Members, Who ſhall, on this Oc 
caſion, have their Mouths opened, earneſtly 
t contend for the Faith once delivered to the 
WMe do not, by all this, mean, that M 
ſhovld either ſpeak, in a tumultuary Man-! 
ner, or in long weariſome Harangues, where-! 
of we cap ſee no real good Uſe, nor any - 
other End, at Bottom, but to protract Time 
and keep this important Affair from com 
ing 10 a final Iſſue at this Aſſembly. We 
hae obſerved ſuch Speeches by ſeverals theſ 
lat Aſſembly, which we have too good Rea] 
Ion to fear were delivered with that View, 
l we may be allowed to make a Conjecture 
from the Matter of them, and the declared} 
Sentiments of th. Speakers, Some of ug 
-*: Femember, that when chis was offered ' d 


4 


bo N 2 2 emigen Speaker _ 
mong the Elders was ſo fired with ung 
verned Paſſion, that he forgot his San 
in that Houſe, ſo far as to take upon him 
in a Magitterial Way to rebuke the Aſſemb- 
ly,- as it they had fallen into an indecent 
Behaviour, becauſe. Two or three Members, 


outwearied by, tediqus Harangues, offered 
to interrupt him, When he had ſpaken a 
fall, Hour ar that, Time, and trequeatly -be- 


fore. I muſt rake notice of this, tho but 
a Circumſtance, becauſe very much depends 
on it; and, becauſe, by Yeſternight's Ma- 
nagement, the lame Humour, by ſome of 
tiie ſame Members, leem'd to appear. Dear, 


Sir, If this ſhall, be the Cafe, we humbly 


conceive.it will be moſt neceſſary, for all 


ho are truly concerned for this weighty : 
Cauſe, -to rake Care to give an early Chec 


to it, by a joint Signification of their Dil. 
pleaſu.e: Nor would ſuch a Behaviour de- 
ſerve the Character of Iadecency, tho? many 


Voices at once ſhould interpoſe in ſuch a 


Cafe. *Tis nothing out of the Way, when 
the joint Cry is, in one Word, to ksep Men 


from ſpending Time that is 10 precious, tor 


no other viſible End, but to ſpend it. 
„Nor does it appear, That there is (a 
much need of tedious Harangues, as this 


Matter comes before this Aſemtly: ; when it 
hall be conſidered, that the laff Aſſembly, 
have proceeded fo far as to determine ſome 
A 3 


im- 


NMR or the” Libel, both rele- 
vant and proven. And e have, 
with ſo much Care, Faithfulneſs an -Dili- 
gence, prepared what that Aſſembly could 
not overtake. And this being laid before 
you in a printed Book, which every one] 
may read and conſider at Leiſure, we are 
perſuaded this might ſave much Time in the 
Houſe,' if ſome, | Who can both contrive 
new Subjects of Diſputes, even in the clear- 
eſt Caſe, and inſiſt on them, would open 
their Eyes to plain Truth and Evidence, 
and not keep off with long Weapons, and 
Diſpute every little Circumſtance, |, 
We foreſee by Veſternight' s Debate that 
the Aſſembly will be in Hazard of loſing a 
Diet in a Preliminary Matter about the 
Method of Procedure. Now, we who are 
Byſtanders, cannot ſee how this ſhould take 
I” the Aſſembly s Time, except there were 
ſomething fo very evidently prejudicial to 
Truth, ia the Method laid down by the laſt 
Aſſembly, and followed out by the Commit- 
ee; bur, if ſome will wrangle about this, 
we could heartily wiſh that others would 
pield to the Conſideration of any material 
Article, firſt or laſt, providing nothing be 
admitted that ſhall either directly or indi- 
redtly overturn, or even weaken what the 
laſt Aſſembly did. 
We know it is pretended, That this AC- 
ſembly may and ought to recognoſce the laſt 
* N . 


A 4, embl) 8 Procedure. No 
Aſſemblies are fallible, and that they have 


* 


Body doubts, but 


erred too. But this General, can never be 


an Argument to induce this Aſſembly, brevs 


mana, to admit of recognoſcing what In- 
terlocutors have paſſed in the former in this 
Cauſe, and left by them unfiniſhed, unleſs the 
Injury to Truth and Equity were ſo very 


pal- 
pable, that moſt Presbyteries had inftrudted 


their Members to declare that this was their 


Sentiments; but as this is not the Caſe, - 


tis expected, that this Aſſembly will pro- 


i 
1 
1 


o 


his Students, 


ceed where the laſt Aſſembly letr off, until 
they finiſh this Procels. - 
The Matter ſeems t6 ly plain before you. 


The laſt Aſſembly have found the following 


Articles relevant and proven, viz, (1.) Pro- 


feſſor Simſon his denying the Neceſſary- exi- 


ſtence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in teathing 
And this, notwithftandingſot 


the exculpatory Evidences offered. vid. State 


of the Proceſs, Page 184. (2.) Profe ſſar 


Simſon's tearking his Scholars, that the Ne- 


ceſſary-exiſtence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
was a Thing we know not, vid. State of the 


Procels, Page 185. (3.) That the Term Ne- | 


ceſſary- exiſtence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 15 
not to be uſed in ſpeaking of the Irini) 
is relevant. vid. Sate of the Proceſs, Page 


186. and Page 188. where the Report of 
the Committee is approven by the Aſſembly. 


A Now, 


N . 
I Z % 
þ * \ 
= 
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Na, theſe Points are of ſuch grea 
» Weighe, that, had no more been libelled 
the laſt Aſſembly. could not but have pra” 
cdeeded unto a final Sentence and highICen- 
3 {ure ot Mr. Sim . which no thinking Per- 
ſon can imagine, could or would have heen 
a meer temporary Suſpenſion, which was on 
ly chen paſt, not as a condign Cegſure for 
What was found relevant and proven, but 
becauſe the whole Proceſs was not finiſhed; 
and tho' the- Aſſembly might really. have 
ſtopt here, there being enough found rele- 
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vant and proven to warrant the higheſt Cen- 


{ures of the Church; yer they have thought 
fit to give Evidence ot their Lenity and Pati- 


ence, and their Deſire that à Matter of ſuch 


Weight ſhould be conſidered and determined 
with the greateſt Deliberation; and therefore 


ordered aCommittee to prepare for this Aſſem- 
bly what they could not overtake. But, how 


: _ dreadful 8 it be, and how grievous to the 


Hearts of all the Godly, it it ſhall be found, 


that this Delay hath procured him more 


Defenders, even in the Matters alread y found 
relevant and proven, as well as in thole 
which remain under Conſideration. We 
hope, tho' this is ſuggeſted, it ſhall be 
found otherwite ; or, that the Lord will 
ſtir up Iaſtruments to ſtand firm to his own 


Truths, who ſhall 2 as may of- 


fer to infinuate any Thing againſt the De- 
termination of the laſt Aſſembly, _ 
RR 


F 
c 


lowing Particulars are deponed on thisHead, 

That the Profeſſor aſſerted the Terms Neceh 
imper- 

at 
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Beſddes theſe Thiags found both rele«  . 


vant and proven, the laſt Aſſembly found 
another Article relevant, tho? they had not 

Time to proceed ta the Conſideration of 
the Proof, viz, Ihe Profeſſor's teaching as 
his own Opinion, that the I hree Perſons of 
the Trinity are not to be ſaid to be numeri- 
cally One in Sub ſtance and Eſſence, Vid. State 


of Proceſs, P. 186. And it is hoped the 


Diſpute concerning the Relevancy. of this 
Article will no more come on the Field. 
Thus far the laſt Aſſembly proceeded. 

Now the Committee have with great Ap- 
plication-and Faithfulnels proceeded to pre- 
pare what remains for this Aſſembly, / 
ad ſententi am, conform to their Inſtructions. 

Hereof you have a full Account printed. 
But to refreſh your Memory, take the fol- 
lowing brief Memorandum. 75 

The Committee have clearly ſtated the 


Proof of theſe Propoſitions, That the Terms, 
Neceſſary- exiſtence and Independency were. 
impertinent, and not to be aſed in talking of ' 
the Trinity; and, that the Terins W 


exiſtence and Independency were phil bi- 
cal Niceties we know nothing About. State of 
Proceſs P. 196. 197. and lett the Import of 
the Proof to the Aſſembly. Aud it is hop- 
ed, that when it is conſidered, that the fol- 


 lary-exiſtent and Independent were 
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. Finent, and not to be uſed in talking of the 
Trinity, by Mr. William Brown's Oathq that 
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. he affirmed, /e /aia Terms were not «ſed in 
Scripture, end were impertinent; by Mr. 
MLae's Oath, and that the Words Depen- 
ent and Independent were unfit to be uſed ; 
by Mr. Thomas Hamilton's er, Far that 
the Profeſſor, when ſpeaking of the Indepen- 
dency and Neceſſary-exiitence of our Lord 
Chriit, ſaid, That theſe Terms were not pro- 
per or fit to be uſed in ſpeaking of the Trini- 
ty; and that Mr. William Boyd Depones, 
That to this Objection moved to the Proteſ- 
ſor, viz. Then it is poſſible the Son might 
not have been, and the Father might have 
been without. him, the Profeſſor anſwered, 
That is a philoſophical Nicety we know nothing 
- about ; and, that Mr. Thomas Hamilton De- 
pones, That upon a Student's urging, that | 
then the Son mig ht not have been, the Pro- 
feſſor anſwered, How do you or we know that; 
and, that the Profeſſor added, That we are 
not ſo nicely to philoſophize, when ſpeaking 
of the Perſons of the Trinity, or that theſe 
were philoſophical Niceties, Now, tho? the 
Committee have been. ſo modeſt as not to 
aſſert theſe Propoſitions proven, becauſe 
the Witneſſes have not expreſſed preciſely 
the ipſiſima verba of the Libel; yet their 
Depoſit ions do ſo clearly import che ſame 
Thing, that they have left it to the eAſſem- 
"bly to conſide it, and it is hoped the Aſ- 

| Es oy „„ t#* --. forbly 


WG 2 


, 


fem y 


207. | 
As to the Ry Article, Profeſſor Simſow” 3 


Will find thele - 


of, many Members having argued, that the 


| Profeſſor had never yet explained in what 
Senſe he underſtood Neceſſary exiſtence to be 


the perſonal Property of the Father, the 


the Son to be as neceſſarly begotten of the 


ted to anſwer i it; upon which the Commit- 
tee declared, that his Grounds of Exculpa- 
tion did not alleviate. And 't is not doubt- 
ed, but the eAſſembly will approve of their 
Opinion. Vid. State of Procels, P. 206. 


teaching, as his own Opinion, that the Three 


the Conſideration of the Proof of i it to the 
C ommittee ; the ſaid Committee have found 
it clearly proven. State of Proceſs 211. 

It is further found, that when the Pro- 
feſſor was again urged to declare himſelf a- 
bout'the Sox's being zeceſſarily begotten, he 


again ſhifted to make Anſwer. State of Pro- 


ceſs, P. 217. 
And, whereas he 1 That if he ut- 
tered any Expreſſion denying the Neceſſary- 
exiſtence 


ProPOolltions proven. 
The Committee conſidered the ks ;-- | 
of Alleviation alledged by the Profeſſor, 
and hen judging of the Relevancy there- 


Profeſſor was deſired to declare if he owned 
Father, as the Father was of None, he ſhift- 


' Perſons, of the Trinity are not to be ſaid to be 
numerically One in Subſtance or Eſſence, which 
the Aſſembly have found relevant, but left 


9 n | OW . RL 
erxiſtence of the Son, it ſhould be accounted 
only a Trip: in Speech; it was realoned in 


——_ — — dt 


5 Th. " — I- a ad 


the Committee, that the Groſſneſs 6t the 
Article it ſelf would hardly allow any to 
think it was a mere Trip in Speech; and 
that the Witneſſes ſhow he taught this, both 
in explaining the Confefſion » of Faith and 
the Latin Syſtem; and that he had refuſed 
to ſatisfy the Presbytery of Glaſgow, when 
' -queried on this Head; That he had not clear- 
ed himſelf in his Anſwers to the Libel ; and 
in All the Procedure of the Judicatories of 
this Church with him about this Article, 
he hath never come up fairly to own the 
 Neceſſary-exiſtence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
vid, State of Proceſs, P. 223, c. As alto, 


tis to be obſerved, that tho the -Proteſſor 
3 pretends to have taught the Confeſion, this 
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can be no Alleviation with Reſpect to this 
Article, ſeeing he declares that CYriſt's N.. 
ceſſary-exiſtence is no \rticle of our Confeſſion, 
and that diverſe of the eſſential Perfect ions 
of the Divine Nature mentioned in our Con- 
Feſion ſeemed by the Prottffor to be ac- 
counted the 168 (nw Properties af the Fa 
ther. And further, his teaching the Cos. 
feſſion at one Time would never prove 
that he had not taught at another Time 
what was inconſiſtent there with. And is jt 
not ſtrange, that the Profeſſor ſhould ſtill 
concecal his Mind as to the Neceſſary-exz 
i fence of Chriſt, by pretending * the 

| -  4erm 
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Term was ambiguous. See State of Proceſs, 
P. 224 where this Matter is ſet in clear 


[4 


Light by the Committee. 


he Committee have likewiſe found ſeveral Things 
evident from his own Papers, and give it as their 
Opinion that they are both relevant and proven. As, 

. Jhat the Profeſſor owned and acknowledged, 


that in Speaking of the Lord Chriſt he did not uſe the 


Jes Neeceſſargexifience nor Independente, and 
gave cus pretended Reaſon fer it, that they are not 
mentioned concerning Chriſtin the Holy Scripture. 
Staie Page 225 and 226. | CP SY 
2d, That the Profeſſor taught er vented, Chat 


Self exiſtence Neceſſary exiſtence, Independence, Su- | 


preme Diety, and the 'Title of the only true Cad, are 
taken by ſome Authors in a Senſe that includes the 
perſonal Property of the Father, and ſo not belonging 
to the Son. P. 228. And the Committee have found 
that the Proſeſſor is ſo far from condemning theſe 
Authors, that he plainly builds on that Suppolition : 
And this appears plain from what he ſays in his An- 
ſwers, Page 40 of this State, concerning the Teim 
Self-exiſtence,viz, That he would take it as a Piece 
of uſeful Caution orInſtru&ion to him and the Students, 


if the Bresbytery would declare the true Meaning of 


that Englith Term of Art, when it is to be affirmed 
of the Son and Holy Gboſt. Whereby it is evident the 
Profeſſor ſhows, that he knew no true Meaning of 
theſe Terms when apply d to the Perſon of the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt. And is not this further evident, 
from his aſſerting that Neceſſary-exiſtence & Indepen- 
dence are ambiguous Terms of Art, (Page 50 of this 
State) and that they are not affirmed of the Perſon ot 
the Son of God. Let the Profeſſlor allows — theſe 

g 155 erms 
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Iierms may be bgy taken for the Father's perſonal 
Property; otherwiſe what Shew- could thee be in P 
the Reaſon he aſſigns, of his forbearing to uſe them 

vith Reſpect to the Sou? Can it be thought a ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon to forbear to apply them to the Son, ſ® 
becauſe ſome Authors abuſe them to include the 
perſonal Property of the Fatber. And Page 160. 
bol the State of the Proceſs. In his Anſwers to the. 
Remarks, The Profeſſor ſaith that Neceſſary- exi- Pl 
fence, being taken by ſome Authors for Being of 


* 


None, or receiving nothing from any other Being orf 


Pe.rſon, in this Senſe it can only agree to the Father" 
© where the Profeſſor teacheth a Senſe of NeceſſaryÞ 
© - Exiſtence, not agreeing to the Son, and mentions noff®* 
Orthodox Author taking it in that Senſe, and inF! 
ſinuates a Jower Senſe, , wherein it agreeth to theP! 
Son, and a Higher wherein it agreeth to the Fa” 
ther. This Matter the Committee have ſet in a clea® 
„ eo Er 
+ * As. alſo they find, That when ſpeaking of that 
Term Supreme Deity, as apply/d to the Son, he ſai 
it was to be taken cum grano ſalis; he ewns he migh o 
| ' have uſed that Expreſſion, which ſhows that thelf 
Hh - Terms when applyed to the Son (according to him 
are not to be taken in the greateſt Latitude. 
|  Fheſe Things make it evidient that he is unſoun gt 
nne, OR OS 
The Committee have likewiſe given it as their OH 
pinion, that Mr. Simſon is highly cenſurable for hi 
obſtinate Refuſing to anſwer the Queries propeſe | 
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„do him by thePresbytery. © | 
And they have alſo conſidered what was remitte 
to them to enquire unto his Obſerving the Act Þ 
Aſſembly 1717. But what we have taken Notid 
of as to the other Things, being all that could 1 | 
. wwe © 
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15 ertaken at the Time, and being indeed the princt- | 
FOUR pal Thing, we ſhall only notice now, That we con- 
ul-eeive it will appear evident, both by the Profeſſor's 
on, P Anſwers,and by the Depoſition of WWitneſſes, 
the chat he hath gontraveen'd that Act frequently, if not 
60, Habitually, which may ſufficiently warrand a juſt 
thefiſcaloulyy that it is not ſafe to allow him to teach 
WO O00, YT ERR 0 JDT - 
- off We take the more Notice of this, that we have 
„Heard it ſuggeſted, that ſome of his Friends are mov- 
ing to have this Proceſs to terminate in an Act, pro- 
ibiting the Profeſſor to teach in the Terms which 
s nqhave been found proven: But, as this is no ſafe Me- 
| in Tod ſeeing he may inſtil his dangerous Sentiments 
thy other Words, and fo ſhift from Time to Timm 
Fahnder this Colour; Is it not evident from what 
cdeathath been found relevant and proven, that he enter- 
Fains wrongSentiments about the Trinity andupreme 
f theity of Chriſt; and ſhall this be tollerated by ſuch | 
- {aj gentle Method as a meer Prohibition of the Uſe 
ff Terms? O Let it be conſidered of what great 
 the({Moment this Article is, how fundamental with Reſ- 
him ect to the whole Scheme of revealed Religion. 
| The Eyes of the Churches *vf Chriſt tar and near 
loundkre upon this Aſſembly ; Enemies are waiting for 
pour halting, and the true Lovers of Chriſt 
ir Okre trembling for his Ark, and praying for Divine 
for HTonduct. Nay, the. Eyes of God are upon you. 
opcl May the Lord direct the Aſſembly and every Mem- 
der of it, in this weighty Affair, that theſe valuable 
mittel ruths may not receive a Wound which would 
Act Pitch good Ground make us to ſay JR 
Notid this Aſſembly do not both condemn theſe Errors, 
3 be nd condingly cenſure the Venter of them, we 
ha . . expect 
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1 5 Cite dds Anat Coeds 
frrmt, in finding the Fourth kropoſition, State 
Proceſs, Page 183, proven, having diſappoint 
my cats of What Yeſternight's Debate anent 
Method of Procedure, preſaged, I conceive berre 
Hopes of the Iſſue of as Affair. Only I 4 
with, alter ſuch Evidence of the Pro eſſot 8 Unſo md 
bels no Perſon may think it ſafe to allow. him t 
N to teach or preach, cho he foo makes 
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